
Failure as Learning Project

Student 
receives 
assignment or 
content to 
learn “right” 
answer to.

Student learns some of the content but there are 
still holes and aspects that are not understood. 
Students only attempt “safe” answers and take 
minimal risks in learning.

Assignment is corrected and 
student receives grade based 
on delivering “correct” 
answer.  

Based on grade student knows what 
the “wrong” and “right” answers are. 

Result: Student no longer takes any risks in 
learning.  Student’s only goal is to find “right” 
answer to avoid punishment/bad grade.

Student 
receives 
assignment or 
content to 
master

Student learns some of the 
content but there are still holes 
and aspects that are not 
understood. 

Students understanding of concept is reviewed by 
peers.  Student collaborates with peers and makes 
corrections to fill holes in learning of concept.

Assignment is corrected by 
teacher and student receives 
feedback on what can be 
improved or changed.

Student makes changes to 
assignment based on teacher 
comments. Understanding of 
content is improved.

Teacher grades assignment after 
changes have been made. 
Student receives grade based on 
assignment after changes.

Result: Student attains higher level of 
understanding of content and concept. 
Student is willing to be creative and 
take risks when learning.  
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